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April memory verse Romans 10:17 (NKJV)
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Commentary on Isaiah chapters 6 and 7 by Chuck Smith 4.5.23
Chapter 6

Shall we turn now in our Bibles to Isaiah, chapter 6, as Isaiah records for us his
commissioning by God for his ministry. Now you remember in chapter 1 that Isaiah tells
us that his time of prophecy extended through the kingdom or through the kings of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. As we pointed out, it is thought that he was put to
death by the evil son of Hezekiah, Manasseh. But his call to his ministry as a prophet is
given to us in chapter 6, and it so happened that it came,

In the year that king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple (Isa 6:1).

Uzziah was a very popular king. He had reigned over Israel for fifty-two years. He began
his reign when he was just sixteen years old. Under his reign the Judah over which he
was reigning, had great military advancement and great prosperity. They developed a
great water system, enlarged their agricultural area. They enlarged their territory by
moving into the territory of the Philistines-something that they weren't able to do prior to
this under the other kings. He tore down the walls of Gath and of Ashdod, the great
Philistine stronghold. He planted settlements in the Philistine territory. He had a very
strong and powerful standing army of 310,000 men. They set their scientists at work
building new types of war weapons for those days, great slings to throw huge stones
and to shoot arrows and so forth. And he overall strengthened the nation mightily, so
that the people felt very secure and very comfortable during the reign of Uzziah. He was
a popular man. People begin to rely upon him too much and got their eyes off of the
Lord.

And so it's very significant that Isaiah would say, "In the year the king Uzziah died | saw
the Lord." Prior to that his eyes were on Uzziah. Prior to that his trust was in Uzziah. He
was a good, popular king. Things are going well. Things are prosperous. Yet you don't,
it seems, unfortunately, think about the Lord so much in prosperity. It's when all of a
sudden calamity strikes.

The throne is empty. What are we going to do? Uzziah's son is not the same as his dad.

He's surely not capable as was his father. The Northern Kingdom is going down the
tubes. Anarchy is reigning, actually. One king after another is being assassinated. There
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is confusion. And they are in danger of being wiped out. What are we going to go?
Uzziah's dead. The throne is empty.

But Isaiah received a vision. A vision of the Lord in which he realized that the throne is
not empty. "In the year king Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting on the throne, high and
lifted up, and His train filled the temple."” So God having removed his idol, Isaiah got his
eyes now upon the Lord, and he sees that the throne is not vacated. That God is upon
the throne.

Oh, how important it is for us to realize that God is on the throne. That God is ruling
over the affairs of our lives and God is ruling over the affairs of the world. We are prone
to tremble when we see the world conditions. As you just look at the things that are
happening in the world today, it's enough to scare any sane man and give him a heart
attack. But if you look beyond and realize hey, God is ruling, God is in control, then |
can rest. | can sleep at night, only because | know that God is in control. | know that
God is sitting upon the throne. So important that we realize that God is upon the throne.
In our lives God rules, God reigns. That's the important thing. So because God does
reign, whatever does come upon my path is there because God has allowed it to come
upon my path. The Lord reigns. And it is so important that we have this as a mental
concept constantly. God reigns.

Now he describes the throne of God. He sees the seraphim that are above the throne of
God. And he describes the seraphim. Now we are told that there are also cherubim
around the throne of God, and these are angelic beings. And evidently there is a great
similarity between the cherubim and the seraphim. Now in Ezekiel, he also, had a vision
of the throne of God in chapter 1 and chapter 10. And he described the cherubim, other
angelic beings that are around the throne of God.

In John, chapter 4, he had a vision of the throne of God. And he saw the glassy sea in
front of the throne. He saw the emerald around the throne of God, and then he also saw
these living creatures. Whether the seraphim or the cherubim that John describes, we
do not know. But basically their ministry is that of just worshipping and leading the
worship of God around His throne, as the cherubim or the creatures in Revelation cry,
"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, which is, which was, which is to come" (Revelation
4:8), so here the seraphim. They are described as having six wings. With two of them
they cover their face, with two of them they cover their feet and they use two of them to
fly. Interesting looking creatures to be sure. They are not, though, to be mistaken as
birds or some kind of an animal, because they are highly intelligent creatures.

And one cries to another, and says, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole
earth is full of his glory (Isa 6:3).

Declaring the glory of God and the holiness of God.

And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled
with smoke (Isa 6:4).
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And so he describes the heavenly scene, even as John described the heavenly scene
in Revelation, chapter 4 and 5, and even as Ezekiel describes in chapter 1 and 10. Now
| would recommend these chapters as important reading for any serious child of God.
Because he is describing something that you're going to be seeing before very long.
Events that you're going to be watching. And if you don't read about them and know
what's going on, then you're going to look like some hick when you get to heaven,
mouth open, and everybody will know you didn't do your homework. So these are
interesting portions to study, so that when you get there and the whole thing is coming
down and the cherubim are saying, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty which is, which
was, which is to come,” then you can say, "All right, now watch those twenty-four guys.
Watch them, they're going to take their crowns and throw them on that glassy sea.
Watch this now, you know." And you'll be able to really play it cool because you know
the sequence of the worship there about the throne of God. So | highly recommend the
reading of these portions where the throne of God is described. Always with each
description there is that awesomeness of God, the Creator of the universe, as He sits
upon His throne, as He rules and reigns over the universe, and that worship and
acknowledgment of Him about the throne. Isaiah had the vision of the throne of God.

Then said I, Woe is me! (Isa 6:5)

Because now he sees himself in a whole new light. Up till now he had been looking at
himself in the dim light of the world in which he lived. And in the dim light of the world
around us we don't look too bad. In fact, we look pretty good. But I'll tell you, be careful
of looking at yourself in a mirror in the sunshine. Nothing is hid. | mean, looking at
yourself in that light is a whole different story. And so looking at ourselves in the light of
God is a whole different story. | don't know, | don't know of a single man who has had a
true vision of God who didn't more or less with Isaiah say, "Woe is me!"

When Peter realized it was the Lord, he said, "Depart from me, Lord. I'm a sinful man."
When Daniel describes his vision of God and all, he said, "My beauty turned into
ugliness." Seeing God, we see ourselves in the true light. And no man can be proud.
You see a man who is proud, you see a man who has not yet seen God.

"Then said I, 'Woe is me!™ for | am undone (Isa 6:5);

I'm crooked and | dwell amongst. and | have unclean lips, and | dwell amongst a people
of unclean lips (Isa 6:5):

So he saw one of the seraphim then that flew, and with his tongs he took a glowing coal
from off the altar. Now the study of the tabernacle is extremely interesting, because the
tabernacle is a model of heaven and the throne of God. And so if you want to really
know what heaven is going to look like, that is the throne of God area of heaven, you
can study the tabernacle and there you have a little model. And God said to Moses,
"Make sure that you make it according to the specifications."” Why? Because it's a model
of heavenly things. So even in the earthly tabernacle they had the altar with the coals,
so there in heaven is an altar with coals. And one of the seraphim went to the altar with
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tongs, took these coals and he brought it to Isaiah and he touched his lips with that
glowing coal. And he said, "Your iniquity is taken away, or your crookedness is taken
away." His cry, "Woe is me for | am crooked." Your crookedness is taken away. And
your sin is cleansed. I'm a man of unclean lips. "Your sin is purged,” he said, "or
cleansed." So the cleansing by the work of God.

Notice it wasn't Isaiah's work. It was God's work. Isaiah's was the recognition of his
condition. God's work was that of the cleansing then once he recognized his condition.
All God wants you to do is acknowledge your condition. He doesn't ask you even to
reform. That comes. But He asks you to just acknowledge, to confess. "If thou shall
confess thy sins, He is faithful and just to forgive you your sins, and to cleanse you from
all unrighteousness" (I John 1:9). But you got to confess your sin. "Woe is me! I'm
undone. I'm dwelling amongst the people of unclean lips. | have unclean lips." Your
crookedness is taken way. Your uncleanness, your sin is cleansed. What a glorious
thing, the work of God. And it comes immediately upon my acknowledgment and
confession.

But that isn't the end of it. God does want to work in your life. God will work in your life if
you give Him the opportunity. But God never stops there. God wants to work through
your life. There is a needy world out there. It's in darkness. You are dwelling in the midst
of people of unclean lips. And they need to know that God will wash and cleanse them
also. So the work of God in your life always ends up objectively. First of all subjective,
what God can do for you. But then what God can do through you to touch others. And
that's what it's all about.

So | saw God. When | saw God, | said, "Woe is me!" When he heard them declare,
"Holy, holy, holy," declaring the holiness of God, then you see yourself and, "Woe is me,
I'm crooked."

Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall we send, who will go for us?
Then said | (Isa 6:8),

Now he's speaking again. But now this is a different, this is a man who is now being
cleansed. This is a man whose life has been touched by the fire of God. And He said,
"Who shall we send?' 'Then said I," Here am | [Lord]; send me (Isa 6:8).

Once God has touched your life, then God wants to use your life to touch others. God
has a work that He wants to do. And the problem is always, who will go for us? Whom
will we send? Jesus said, "Behold the fields are white unto harvest but the laborers are
few" (Matthew 9:37). Who will go for us? Whom shall we send? The man whose life has
been touched by God becomes an available instrument for God. "Here am [, Lord. Send
me." And his commission: And so God said to him, Go, and tell this people (Isa 6:9),

Now at this time Judah was on the road down. They have forsaken the living God. Idol
worship had been introduced. There were times of spiritual reform, but they were
usually surface. They never got into the real heart of the nation itself. And yet, God
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wasn't going to just let them be destroyed without still a witness. But they weren't going
to really listen to the witness, but still God was going to be faithful and witness to them
anyhow. And that is, to me, an interesting thing about God. Even though a person isn't
going to respond, even though a person won't listen, yet God will still give them the
chance. God will still speak to them. He doesn't cease talking. And so He said, "Go tell
this people.”

You may hear indeed, but you don't understand; you may see indeed, [but you're really
not seeing,] you don't perceive (Isa 6:9).

And so God said, Make the heart of the people fat (Isa 6:10),

That is, give them the word. Give them the message of God. That they'll have no
excuse.

their ears heavy (Isa 6:10), Just hang the message on them.

shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and be converted, and be healed. Isaiah responded to the Lord, How
long? And he answered, Until the cities are wasted without inhabitant, and the houses
without man, and the land be utterly desolate (Isa 6:10-11),

Now God was going to continue to preach to these people and continue to warn these
people and continue to give them opportunity until the whole land was desolate, till the
last one was left. God will continue His witness. Even as God will continue His witness
to the world today and is bearing witness to the world today, but the world today isn't
listening. They're making fun of the witness of God. But still we are to witness. God will
not leave Himself without a witness. Oh, the political cartoonists on the editorial pages
are having a field day with the moral majority, and with creation and evolution.

Now the church is the instrument by which God is bearing His witness to the world
today. But the church will soon be taken out. The witness of the church is just about
over. Once the church is taken out, it doesn't mean God's witness is over. Just the
witness of the church is over. God's going to send two witnesses, powerful witnesses
with all kinds of power, and He's sending them to Jerusalem. God will also seal 144,000
of the Jews that will be witnesses for Him during these dark, dark, dark hours that are
coming upon the earth. And then God is even going to send angels flying through the
midst of heaven orbiting the earth bearing witness and preaching the everlasting gospel
and warning men not to take the mark of the beast. Even down to the end, even by
angelic beings God is going to keep His witness going until the whole place is desolate,
left without inhabitants. For God is faithful in bearing His witness to the people.

So how long, Lord? Till the whole thing is over. So the witnesses, God had His
witnesses, His prophets, who were warning the people right up until and through the
time that Nebuchadnezzar carried off the first captives. Jeremiah was still there bearing
witness to the people. Telling them to repent and turn to God and get right with God.
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And the LORD has removed people far away, and there be a great forsaking in the
midst of the land. But yet it shall be that a tenth will return, and shall be eaten: as a teil
tree, and an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy
seed shall be the substance thereof (Isa 6:12-13).

In other words, an oak tree cast its leaves. It looks like it's dead, but yet it comes back.
The teil tree looks like it's so dead, but yet it comes back. So it will look like the nation
Israel is dead. It will appear that way, but yet God said, "I'll bring them back. A tenth
part, only one in ten will return. But | will bring them back." And so God's promise of
bringing the people back from the captivity.

Chapter 7
Now Uzziah is dead and his grandson Ahaz is reigning.

It came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, the king of
Judah, that Rezin was the king of Syria, and Pekah was the son of Remaliah, the king
of Israel (Isa 7:1),

So Pekah was ruling in Israel. He had assassinated the previous king. And Syria and
Israel, the Northern Kingdom, had confederated together to attack Judah, the Southern
Kingdom. And so they came up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but they could not
prevail against it. And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria has confederated
with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of the people, as the trees of the
wood are moved with the wind (Isa 7:1-2).

In other words, they began to tremble because they said, "Oh, there's a confederacy.
Those two nations are coming against us, you know. What are we going to do?"

Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjashub
(Isa 7:3). Now Shearjashub means a remnant shall return. That was the name of his
son, Shearjashub

[at the conduit,] the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway that is the fuller's
field; And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint-hearted for
the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin, and because of
the son of Remaliah [or Pekah]. Because (Isa 7:3-4)

Don't be afraid, don't be fainthearted. Just be quiet before God.

Because Syria and Ephraim have taken evil counsel against thee, saying, Let us go up
to Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst
of it, even the son of Tabeal: Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand (Isa 7:5-7),

Their confederacy isn't going to stand.
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neither shall it come to pass. For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of
Damascus is Rezin [who was the king]; and within sixty-five years Ephraim will be
broken, that it be not a people (Isa 7:7-8).

So the Northern Kingdom of Israel, of which Ephraim was the chief tribe, in sixty-five
years they're not going to exist any longer. And sure enough, within sixty-five years the
Assyrians destroyed them.

The head of Ephraim is Samaria (Isa 7:9), That was the capital city of the Northern
Kingdom. and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son (Isa 7:9). Which was Pekah.

If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established (Isa 7:9).

Now don't be afraid, don't be fainthearted, God's going to take care of it. The
confederacy that they've made against you isn't going to stand. God's going to break it.

Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD thy God,;
ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, neither will
| tempt the LORD. And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for
you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and
choose the good. For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the
good, the land that you abhor shall be forsaken of both of her kings (Isa 7:10-16).

So these kings, Rezin and Pekah, are going to be wiped out.

Now herein is where the prophets wrote as they were inspired of the Holy Spirit, but did
not understand the things that they were writing about, and how that he was writing of a
local instance, but yet it had a prophetic aspect towards the future. And much of
prophecy has a two-fold interpretation. They call it the near and the far. And this is true
of much prophecy. In fact, it says that these men wrote of things that they did not
understand. Earnestly they desired to know these things of which they wrote. But they
really didn't understand but they were writing, inspired of the Holy Spirit.

And in the near prophecy, a child was to be born. Or, before a child born at that period
was old enough to know evil, to choose good, or the age of accountability, twelve,
thirteen years old, or what he is saying, within twelve or thirteen years, both Pekah and
Rezin are going to get wiped out. They'll no longer be reigning over Syria and over
Samaria within twelve or thirteen years.

But the prophecy in its long-term was a prophecy of the birth of Jesus Christ in that,
"The Lord Himself shall give you a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel." We know that that is a prophecy of Jesus Christ,
because it is interpreted by the Holy Spirit in Matthew's gospel, chapter 1, verse 23 as a
prophecy. When it speaks there of how Mary and Joseph were engaged; before they
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had had relations, Mary was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit, that it might be
fulfilled according to the word of the prophet saying, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." So Matthew's gospel, as Matthew
writing by the Holy Spirit interprets this passage of scripture. He interprets it to be a
prophecy of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ.

So that is the far interpretation of this prophecy. The near was that within twelve years a
child born now within twelve years, by the time he's age of accountability, knows good
from evil, both these kings that have conspired against you will be wiped out, and that
was true.

Now he does predict the impending invasion of Judah.

The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's house (Isa
7:17), (Remember he's talking to Ahaz the king) days that have not come, upon the day
that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria. And it shall come to pass
in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers
of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. And they shall come, and shall
rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all
thorns, and upon all bushes. In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is
hired, namely, those that are beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the
hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard (Isa 7:17-20).

Now what God is talking about is that God is going to raise up another kingdom, and
that is the kingdom of Assyria. And Assyria is going to invade and wipe out Syria.
Assyria was over a little further north and east from Syria, and so sometimes people get
confused with Syria and Assyria. Syria is going to be destroyed. Here they're planning
an invasion, but Syria will be destroyed by Assyria. And God is going to bring Egypt up
in an invasion within the land.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow and two
sheep (Isa 7:21);

And he speaks of
the abundance of milk that they shall give (Isa 7:22),

Actually, because there's not very many people left around, the land, the tilled land is
turned into briers and thorns.

And all of the hills will be digged with the mattock, and there shall not come thither the

fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the
treading of lesser cattle (Isa 7:25).
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