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July memory verse Psalm 46:10-11 (NKJV)
10
Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted
in the earth!
11
The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

Commentary on Psalms 119 VERSES 1-24 by Chuck Smith
Background info by Dr. Jack Hyles 7/12/2020
Now as we get to Psalm 119, it is an extremely difficult psalm for exposition, because
each section seems to be more or less independent of in itself, and each verse, many
times, almost independent within itself.
There are many psalms that are called acrostic psalms because the first letter of each
line is a succeeding letter of the Hebrew alphabet. And so it's sort of like a crossword
puzzle in a sense, wherein writing it, each line that they would write would begin with
the successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. So the first line would begin with Aleph,
the second line would begin with Beth. The third line with Gimel, and Daleth, and so
forth through their alphabet. Usually those psalms had twenty-two verses in them. Many
of them had eleven verses, but they had twenty-two lines. So when we divided them we
divided, or when men divided them they divided them into verses. But there are twentytwo lines. And so each succeeding line and some with each succeeding verse is
successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Now this every eight verses, all of the lines in
the first eight verses begin with the Hebrew letter Aleph or A. In the next eight verses,
all of the lines begin with the Hebrew letter, Beth, B. All of the verses in the next psalm
begin with Gimel, and so on through the whole Hebrew alphabet is here in this psalm,
eight verses devoted to each letter. Each verse of the eight beginning with that letter.
Now the Hebrew children in learning their alphabet were required to memorize this onehundred-and-nineteenth psalm. It would probably be a little easier for them to memorize
it because of the fact of it being an acrostic. Because of the A's and the B's and the C's.
And it would be extremely difficult for us to memorize it because we would not have the
same ability to relate it to the A and the B and the C as they did. But it is, of course, the
longest what they call chapter in the Bible. It really... psalms really aren't chapters. They
are each one psalms. So with that as a background, let's jump in to Psalm 119.
Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD (Psa 119:1).
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Now, in these psalms, it is a psalm that is dedicated to God's Word. And in each verse,
with the exception of two, the verse declares something about the Word of God. And so
all the way through, you'll find, "Thy law," "Thy statutes," "Thy judgments," "Thy words,"
"Thy truth," "Thy ways," all of them making reference unto God's Word, with the
exception of just two of these verses.
So in understanding this psalm, of course, you need to understand, or you need to
underline where the Word of God is referred to in each of the passages. And, of course,
in the first verse, "Who walk in the law of the Lord." "Undefiled, who walk in the law of
the LORD."
Blessed are they which keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.
They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways. Thou hast commanded us to keep thy
precepts diligently. O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes! Then shall I not
be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments. I will praise thee with
uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments. I will keep thy
statutes: forsake me not utterly (Psa 119:2-8).
So the law, the testimonies, the ways, the precepts, the statutes, the commandments,
the judgments, and statutes are mentioned in the first eight verses.
Verse 9:
Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? (Psa 119:9)
Good question. How can a young man keep clean? How can he cleanse his way?
by taking heed thereto according to thy word (Psa 119:9).
Jesus said, "Now you are clean through the Word which I have spoken unto you" (John
15:3). We will find another verse down in the one hundred nineteenth, it said, "Thy word,
O Lord, have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee" (Psa 119:11). The Word
of God is a power in your life, God's power in your life against sin. God has purposed
that you hide His Word away in your heart. It is a power to keep you clean. It is the
power against temptation. If someone comes and is complaining because they're
constantly stumbling and falling, it's because they're not really into the Word sufficiently.
"Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By giving heed, taking heed
according to Thy Word."
When Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness and on the high mountain and at the
temple pinnacle, in each case Jesus answered the temptation of Satan with, "It is
written." He used the Word of God to answer every temptation that the enemy threw in
His path. We need to have the Word of God in our hearts that we might be able to
withstand every temptation that Satan throws in our path. "Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Thy Word."
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With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments
(Psa 119:10).
The Lord said in the day that you seek Me with your whole heart, in that day I will be
found of you. There are many people who have a half-hearted seeking after God. "In the
day that you seek Me with your whole heart," God said. And so the psalmist, "With my
whole heart I've sought Thee."
Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee (Psa 119:11).
So going back with verse 9, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? Thy
Word have I hid in my heart."
Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes (Psa 119:12).
Now we've been dealing a lot with the blessed man, and now, "Blessed art Thou, O
LORD."
With my lips I have declared all of the judgments of thy mouth. I have rejoiced in the
way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches (Psa 119:13-14).
There's an interesting verse. How valuable do you consider the Word of God in your
life? Here he said, "Hey, I count it as much as... I rejoice in it as much as I do in riches."
I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. I will delight myself in
thy statutes: I will not forget thy word (Psa 119:15-16).
Now we enter into the third section, the Gimel.
Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word. Open thou mine
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law (Psa 119:17-18).
O God, open my eyes. Open my heart to Your Word. Open my eyes that I might see
and understand Your truth.
This is, I think, a prayer that we need to always pray before we begin reading the
scriptures, because, "The natural man cannot understand the things of the Spirit, neither
can he know them, they are spiritually discerned" (I Corinthians 2:14). So if I am going
to have any understanding at all, it is important that God open my eyes that I might be
able to see the truth. That I might be able to understand. That I might come to that
spiritual dimension where I can really understand.
A lot of people read the Bible and say, "I don't, you know. I read it but I don't get
anything out of it. Or I tried to read it, but man, it just didn't make sense to me." Well,
yes, that is quite true, and it is quite logically true because the natural mind of man
cannot understand. You have to have that work of the Spirit in opening your eyes. And
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so the prayer, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy
law."
I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments from me. My soul breaks forth
for the longing that it hath unto thy judgments at all times. But thou hast rebuked the
proud that are cursed, which do err from thy commandments. Remove from me
reproach and contempt; for I have kept thy testimonies. Princes also did sit and speak
against me: but thy servant did meditate in thy statutes. Thy testimonies also are my
delight and my counselors (Psa 119:19-24).
How many times I look to the Word of God for counseling. I look to the Word of God for
guidance. I want God to guide my life. I turn to the Word and the Word becomes my
counselor.
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